RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

November 14, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m. by 1st Vice President, Jeanne Berkshire, in the absence of President, Norman Briggs.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  Attending our meeting today were three first time attendees.
After a great lunch, 1st Vice President Jeanne Berkshire introduced our speaker,  Paulanna Hodges from the Health Benefits Office. The first topic that Paulanna spoke about was the fact that this year she had hoped to be retired and be one of us, but that was not to be at this time.  Paulanna reported that only one of the health benefit premiums had decreased by a slight amount.  The remainder of the premiums increased from 10% to 95%.  There was a lot of confusion regarding the GemCare Plan this year.  Paulanna stated that the open enrollment will close on November 17th and her office will start processing the paperwork on Monday, November 20th.  Paulanna answered numerous questions from the membership.  
1st Vice-President, Jeanne Berkshire gave a big THANK YOU to the members who worked at the fair.  Jeanne reminded everybody that our Christmas luncheon will be held at the Harvest Hall at the Fair Grounds.  Jeanne stated that the TREND had stated a price of $5.00 and the Christmas Luncheon is actually $10.00.                                          
1st Vice President, Jeanne Berkshire introduced Michelle Watson and Martin Medrano from Kern Federal Credit Union.  Michelle reminded everybody of the promotions that are taking place at the Credit Union.  We THANK the Credit Union for the items they donate for our prize drawings.
BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for October 2006 which showed that REOKC membership as of October 31, 2006 was 3,636.  Mary Lou reported that 14 of the last 20 new retirees had joined REOKC.  

CRCEA – In the absence of our delegate to CRCEA, David Merritt, Secretary, Ginger Mello gave the report.  Ginger also attended the conference in absence of alternate, Opal Hargis.  Ginger stated that the conference was very good.  There was a discussion regarding Defined Benefits and Defined Contributions.  This has gone away at the moment but it will rear its ugly head again in the future.  Ginger stated that in her opinion the best speaker was Theodore M. Robinson who was a Commander in the Navy during WWII.  Cmdr. Robinson was aboard PT118 that rescued the crew of PT 109 including Jack Kennedy.  This rescue was carried out in the dark.  Cmdr. Robinson also lost his boat and was assigned to share a tent with Jack Kennedy for two months and they became good friends.

EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported since her last report that she has collected 34 pair of glasses and 34 cases.

SUNSHINE – Belva Jared announced that since our October meeting she has sent out 5 Get Well Cards and 3 Sympathy Cards. 
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of October there were 35 volunteers who worked 107 hours and assisted 1,313 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through October 2006 is 240,854.  
OLD BUSINESS:

· Nominating Committee – Each candidate for President was given 5 minutes to inform the membership of their qualifications to be President.  After the candidates spoke, Secretary, Ginger Mello, in the absence of Greg Salas, Nominating Committee Chairman, asked for nominations from the floor for President.  Helen Dodd MOVED to close the nominations, seconded by Elinor Wells and CARRIED.  Ginger read a letter of recommendation for Jeanne Berkshire from President, Norman Briggs.  Ballots were distributed and the voting took place.  Opal Hargis, Nettie Collins, Elinor Wells and Helen Dodd volunteered to count the Ballots.  The report was as follows:  108 ballots cast; 6 votes for Don Hoffman and 102 votes cast for Jeanne Berkshire.  The rest of the slate being unopposed was voted unanimously.
The attendance prize was won by Everett Julkowski.  There were 3 Blankets and 3 Atlas’s donated from Kern Federal Credit Union and 56 cups of $5.00 in each to be used as prizes.  After distribution of the prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 16th day of November, 2006.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
